The ‘Dynamics of Contention’ in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Understanding the origins and failure of the 2009 Post-election Protests
A year and a half prior to the Arab Spring post-election protests erupted in Iran spawning the Green Movement.  Although the protests initially showed revolutionary promise, they ultimately failed to achieve widespread political change.  Using the Dynamics of Contention model it is possible to understand what the causes of these protests were and why the protestors failed to achieve their aims.  Broad change processes, interpretative processes and the attribution of a political opportunity converged to spark the initial protests. Elite political factionalism and fluctuating levels of political freedom were the main broad change processes.  They led to an interpretative process which was exacerbated by allegations of electoral fraud, loss of legitimacy. Due to the singular national importance of an election, electoral fraud is highly visible and shared by the largest group possible, facilitating the attribution of a political opportunity. However, the Green Movement was unable to co-opt organisational space from workers unions or military organisations such as the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps.  This lack of organisational space combined with an increasing attribution of threat from ongoing and increasing repression, led the protests to subside without political success.   
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